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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM —  
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.04 pm]: On 5 February 2014, the 
Department of Mines and Petroleum released a consultation draft of the “Petroleum and Geothermal Energy 
Resources (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2014” for stakeholder and public comment, 
with a closing date for submissions of 30 May 2014. Supporting explanatory notes and guidelines are also 
available. The regulations cover the state’s petroleum and geothermal sectors both onshore and in state waters. A 
range of resource management and administration matters are covered by the regulations, including the 
requirement for approval of well management plans for all drilling activities, notification and reporting 
requirements for the discovery of petroleum and geothermal energy resources, field development plans and 
approvals of petroleum recovery. 

Although the current regime provides for many of these matters, the new regulations will modernise the 
regulatory framework by providing a risk-based management scheme for the exploration for and production of 
petroleum and geothermal energy resources. The regulations ensure that adequate data and reports will be 
provided about all aspects of exploration, discovery, development and production operations for petroleum and 
geothermal energy resources and stipulate the confidentiality periods applicable to the technical data submitted 
by titleholders. This information ensures that petroleum and geothermal energy resources operations are carried 
out in a proper manner and, in the case of operations relating to the exploration or recovery of petroleum, in 
accordance with good oilfield practice. The regulations also require that operations are conducted to achieve 
optimum long-term recovery of petroleum and geothermal energy resources to support the safe and efficient 
management of the resources and assist with optimising the long-term benefits to the Western Australian 
community. 
The onshore resource management and administration regulations will form the third and final part of the suite of 
regulations that commenced in 2010 with the introduction of the onshore safety regulations and continued in 
2012 with the commencement of onshore environment regulations. Stakeholders have been advised of the 
complementary nature of these regulations and are reminded that the petroleum safety and environment 
regulations should be read in conjunction with the draft resource management regulations to assist in 
understanding the Western Australian petroleum legislative regime. The last phase of the resource management 
project is to complete the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Resource Management and Administration Regulations 
2014, to cover submerged lands in state waters adjacent to the coast of WA. These regulations will be drafted 
after the public and stakeholder consultation process for the onshore regulations has been completed. 
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